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Asahi Kasei Plastics North America Wins SPE Automotive Innovation Award in
the Chassis/Hardware Category
Düsseldorf, November 27, 2018 – The Society of Plastics Engineers (SPE) has
awarded the global plastics compounder Asahi Kasei Plastics North America, Inc.
(APNA) with the SPE Automotive Innovation Award "Most Innovative Use of Plastics" in
the category "Chassis/Hardware". The prize honors the "High Strength Self-Tapping
Composite Nut" which was developed jointly with Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA) and
ITW Deltar Fasteners. The SPE Automotive Division awarded the prize at the 48th annual
Automotive Innovation Awards Gala held on November 7, 2018 in Livonia,
Michigan/USA.
The award-winning composite nut, which is used in the automotive industry and created with Asahi
Kasei’s engineered material “Leona™ 90G55 PA66”, was identified as top in the Chassis/Hardware
category because it has underlined significant benefits compared to the alternative metal or
polymer nuts that currently exist in the market. In this regard, it has – unlike the metal nut that this
composite nut replaces – self-healing properties enabling it to maintain sufficient torque and clamp
load even after it has been stripped. Additionally, Asahi Kasei’s innovation offers a weight reduction
of about one kilo, reduced CO2 footprint and over $9.00 dollars in cost savings per vehicle produced.
"At Asahi Kasei, we always strive to increase the value of our customers' applications," said Rob
Linker, Sales Account Manager. "Whether it is large components like a Thermylene® PP cargo box
for trucks or small ones like the composite nut Leona™ 66+6i – we offer engineering at the highest
level".
This is the fourth SPE Award APNA has received in the last seven years, including the cargo box
for the “Dodge Ram Truck” in the “Body Exterior” category in 2011 and two more products in the
“Materials” category in 2012 and 2013.
“It is great to be in the winning circle at SPE again” said Ramesh Iyer, President of APNA. "This
award confirms Asahi Kasei's corporate guidelines such as creativity and ambition, it motivates us
to continue providing innovative plastics and services to our customers."
The SPE Automotive Innovation Awards Program was launched in 1970 and is considered one of
the most prestigious competitions of its kind in the automotive and plastics industries. With this
internationally recognized and desirable award, the company honors innovative and pioneering
plastics solutions from OEMs, suppliers and polymer manufacturers from all over the world.

About Asahi Kasei
Asahi Kasei Corporation is a globally active diversified technology company with operations in the
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Material, Homes, and Health Care business. The Material division encompasses fibers & textiles,
petrochemicals, performance polymers, performance materials, consumables, battery separators,
and electronic devices. The Homes division provides housing and construction materials to the
Japanese market. The Health Care division includes pharmaceuticals, medical devices, and acute
critical care devices and systems. With approximately 34,000 employees around the world, the
Asahi Kasei Group serves customers in more than 100 countries.
Asahi Kasei is “Creating for Tomorrow” with all operations sharing a common mission of
contributing to life and living for people around the world. For more information, visit
www.asahi-kasei.co.jp/asahi/en/ and https://www.asahi-kasei.eu/.
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